
 

 

Getting Started with Clicker 4 

Clicker 4 includes Clicker Writer and Clicker Grids, together they make a talking, whole word, 
word processor which has series of grids containing story prompts or key words. It can be used 
by the youngest writers right through to KS3 writers learning a new language or struggling with 
complex scientific words. 

Open Clicker 4 and select None. You may be asked to select the computer you are using, most 
will say RM Window Box, click that and it opens on the Home Grid.  From this screen you 
choose where you want to start.  

Clicker Writer is a talking word processor. It 
can be used with or without pictures. You can 
type directly into clicker writer (using the top 
toolbar to select various editing options) or you 
can enter text and pictures by clicking on the 
grid below it. 

A Clicker grid is typically found in the bottom 
half of the screen. When using a writing grid you 
left click on a cell to send its contents to Clicker 
Writer. 

To hear the contents of a cell, you right click it. 

1. To get started select the button See the examples  

This takes you to Clicker Explorer. This is the easiest way to access the Clicker grids already set 
up on your computer. 

2. Open the Sentence-building folder and then the Simple sentences folder. 

3. Now choose one of the grids within it by clicking on it. For example click Sentence 1. You 
can now write using the keyboard or by left-clicking into the cells in the Clicker grid. 

To experiment with pictures we need to open Sentence 2. As this is a grid linked to Sentence 1 
we can move between the two grids using the two blue arrows on the grid toolbar. 

4. Click the blue right facing arrow to open the next grid. 

Clicker is set up so that when children type in words on the keyboard pictures appear instantly. Try 
typing “house” in Clicker Writer. A picture of a house will appear above your text. If you don’t want this 
option, click options, then user preferences. Select the instant pictures tab. Check the instant pictures as 
you type box depending on whether or not you want pictures to appear automatically. 

I would recommend that as soon as one has finished experimenting with the program and tried 
out the resources the built in tutorial is a very good introduction to the program and absolutely 
user friendly. 
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Toolbar Guide – Top Toolbar (Clicker Writer) 
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Toolbar Guide – Bottom Toolbar (Clicker Grids) 
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 Making Sentences 

1. To make a grid click on the button 
 Make a Clicker Grid 

2. Choose the sentence-building tab 

3. Select I like 1 

4. Select File and Save Grid As 

5. Open the work folder and give 
 your file a name. (see note below) 

6. Press the Save button 

If there is no work folder (if you have logged on as None there will not be, if you logged on as a named 
person there will be one with your name) select the Make a new folder button and create one. Give it a 
suitable name like Mountain Story. 

7. To add text to the box press shift- left click.  Type text into the box and press enter 

8. Repeat to add text to the rest of the boxes 

9. Select File and Save Grid As 

10. To speed up this process don’t press enter after adding text but press the tab key on the 
keyboard and this will move you automatically along to the next box 

11. To change the properties of the cells, press shift-right click. This gives you the Cell 
properties box  

12. Choose the Appearance tab to change the colour of the background, font and font colour 

13. Choose the Send tab to decide what you want sent (text only, text and graphics, graphics 
only, nothing) to Clicker Writer 

14. Choose the Sound & Video tab to link sounds or video to a cell 

15. Choose the Open grid tab to link the cells to another grid 
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Making Books 

1. To make a grid click on the button Make a 
Clicker Grid 

2. Choose the Book-making tab 

3. Select Layout 1 

4. This template consists of a graphic box (left of 
the page) and a text box (right of the page)  

5. Choose File, Save Grid As  

6. Open the work folder and give the book a 
name followed by page one e.g. mountain 
story page1 

If there is no work folder (if you have logged on as None there will not be, if you logged on as a named 
person there will be one with your name) select the Make a new folder button and create one. Give it a 
suitable name like Mountain Story. 

I have created this new 
folder called Carol’s 
Work. If I click on that the 
folder opens and I can 
save my story inside it. I 
could also make more 
folders inside, so I could 
have Mountain Story, 
Summer Story, Alphabet 
Grids etc 

7. Point the mouse at the graphic box and press shift left click 

8. Choose the Open icon and select the folder of suitable images, then the graphic you wish to 
add. To change the graphic, repeat this process 

 

Make a new folder 
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9. Point the mouse at the text box and press shift left click. A cursor will appear which will 
allow you to start writing. Use the text toolbar to change the font or add bullet points etc. 

 

10. When you wish to move to another page select File, New grid 

11. Choose the Book making tab 

12. Select Layout 1 

13. Choose File, Save Grid As 

14. Open the work folder and give the book the same name followed by page 2 e.g. mountain 
story page2 

15. Add the graphic and text in the same way. The pages will now be automatically linked, by 
using the yellow arrows at the bottom of the page 

 

16. To hear the story, click on the Hearicon at the bottom of the screen 

17. To change the size of the graphic or text box press Alt-Drag Left any edge or corner 

18. To move a text or graphic box press Alt- Drag Left from the centre of the box 
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Downloading Clicker Grids from Clicker Grids for Learning (CGfL) 

Crick Software produces Clicker 4 
grids which are feely available for 
download from the Clicker Grids 
for Learning web site. The site 
contains a number of ready-made 
grids organised in a range of 
general categories Literacy, 
Numeracy, Number, Early Years, General Knowledge, D&T, History, Geography, Science and 
Themes. To download grids for use with your pupils follow the instructions below. 

1. If you are using a Window Box log on as a Manager. Open Internet Explorer (if it is a 
home PC just open your Internet browser) 

2. Visit the web site: http://www.cricksoft.com/ 

3. Select CGfL from the top menu 

4. A Welcome screen gives information about the newest grids available. On the left is a link to 
the Category List 

5. Go to the Category List and choose a category that seems appropriate. Once you have 
decided which grid you want select it and a window will open to show you a sample of the 
grid  

6. Select Windows download – at this point you will have to log in 

 

7. If you are not a member register yourself, it is free 

8. Write down your user name and password for future reference  

9. Click on the Windows – Click here to download. Keep accepting and selecting next 



 

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

7 

Finally it will say: 

 

10. Select Open – keep selecting next and it will put it into Clicker 4 for you. Next time you 
open Clicker 4 go to the CGFL folder and it will be there ready for use. 

 

If your default settings on download is to “Close 
this dialog box when download completes” the file 
will be there on your desktop. All you have to do is 
double click it when you have gone off line and 
closed the browser, the on screen instructions will 
guide you through installing it. 

 

 

How does it work on a Connect network? Where and how do they save to ensure the 
grids are available by other users? 

 

 

Creating different Logins 

To add users select the Add User tab – you will be 
asked where you want to create the work folder, this 
is where network users need to set their “my work” 
area. This facility is particularly useful if you wish to 
give specific children or groups of children specific 
exercises. 
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Clicker Grids – what is there for children? 

Following is a list of what is available, firstly individual grids but in the chart just subject areas 
covered, there are far too many grids in Literacy and Numeracy to show them all. 

Design and Technology 

Food Making Pancakes These Clicker Grids are designed for children to sequence the steps 
involved in making pancakes. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 5 - 8 years and older users 
with special needs. 

Nutrients These Clicker Grids are designed for students working on the subject of nutrition. 
They provide an opportunity for reinforcement and revision. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for 
age 11 - 16 years and older users with special needs. 

Menus 2 This set of Clicker Grids enables pupils to plan menus for a day, selecting from 
carbohydrates, protein, fat, vitamins, minerals and fibre. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 
11 - 14 years and older users with special needs. 

Menus 1 This set of Clicker Grids is designed to enable children to plan simple menus for a 
day's balanced diet. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 7 - 11 years and older users with 
special needs. 

I can make A set of Clicker Grids enabling children to work through the process of designing 
and making food. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 5 - 8 years and older users with special 
needs. 

Healthy Eating This set of Clicker Grids is designed to give guidelines for a healthy diet. 
Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 8 - 14 years and older users with special needs. 

Plan and Make These Clicker Grids are designed to help young children to record their 
planning and evaluating in Design and Technology. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 5 - 7 
years and older users with special needs. 

Early Years  

Colours Yellow Book A Clicker on-screen book to encourage children to learn to recognize 
and name the colour yellow. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 3 - 5 years and older users 
with special needs. 

Blue Book A Clicker on-screen book to encourage children to learn to recognize and name the 
colour blue. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 3 - 5 years and older users with special 
needs. 

Red Book A Clicker on-screen book to encourage children to learn to recognize and name the 
colour red. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 3 - 5 years and older users with special needs. 

Colours This set of Clicker Grids is designed for young children to explore and become familiar 
with primary colours. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 3 - 5 years and older users with 
special needs. 
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Matching The Big Match  A set of Clicker Grids designed to give children practice with picture 
matching. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 3 - 6 years and older users with special needs. 

Geography Rubbish This set of Clicker Grids is designed as a writing frame for children to 
write a report about the problem of rubbish in their local area. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable 
for age 7 - 9 years and older users with special needs. 

Around My School A set of Clicker Grids showing photographs of common features, which 
may be found in a local area. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 4 - 7 years and older users 
with special needs. 

Traffic A set of Clicker grids offering a writing frame and linked grids to write about traffic 
congestion outside a school. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 7 - 11 years and older users 
with special needs. 

Local Area A set of Clicker Grids to encourage children to consider a range of buildings and 
features found in their local area. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 4 - 6 years and older 
users with special needs. 

City and Country This set of Clicker Grids is designed to enable a child to write a description 
of what might be seen in the city and the country. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for age 4 - 7 
years and older users with special needs. 

Weather and Climate Today's Weather This set of Clicker Grids is designed to enable 
children to record the weather and date in simple sentences. Designed for Clicker 4; Suitable for 
age 4 - 6 years and older users with special needs. 

Literacy 

Alliteration 
Alphabet 
Autobiographical 
Writing 
Book Study 
Descriptive Writing 
Grammar 
High Frequency 
Words 
Matching 
Missing Words 
On-screen Books 
Picture Stories 
Punctuation 
Rhymes 
Sentence Building 
Sequencing 
Spelling 
Story Writing 
Vocabulary 
Extension 

Numeracy 

Addition and 
Subtraction 
Counting 
General 
Number Bonds 
Number Order 
Number Value 
Problem Solving 
Recording 
Shape and Space 
Time 

 

Science 

Humans 
Living Things 
Materials 
Physical Processes 
Plants 

History 

First World War 
Recording 
Second World War 
The Romans 
The Tudors 
The Victorians 
The Vikings 

 

Themes 

Bonfire Night 
Chinese New Year 
Christmas 
Easter 
Halloween 
Harvest 
Holidays 
Olympics 
The Seasons 
Visits 
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New material is added regularly and teachers’ favourite choices are clear to see: 

This Week's Top Ten 

From 28 July 2001 to 4 August 2001 

1. Numbers 0 - 10  A Clicker on-screen book to encourage children to learn to recognize the 
numerals and words for numbers to ten. 

2. Pronouns 3  This set of Clicker Grids enables children to work on the use of all possessive 
pronouns. 

3. Find the Number - 3  A set of Clicker Grids to give children practice with number 
recognition to 900. 

4. My Holiday  A Clicker on-screen talking book about places to visit on a child's holiday. 

5. Summer and Winter  A Clicker on-screen book highlighting the differences between 
summer and winter. 

6. The Market  A Clicker on-screen talking book designed to help children recognize and read 
words in context. 

7. All About Me  This set of Clicker Grids enables children to write sentences about 
themselves which will build into a longer piece of writing. 

8. My School Trip  A set of Clicker Grids containing a simple writing frame to write about a 
school trip. 

9. Pronouns 2  This set of Clicker Grids focuses on the use of third person possessive 
pronouns. 

10. Visits Writing Frames  This set of Clicker Grids offers writing frame and vocabulary support 
to children writing about a trip. 


